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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claim 7 contains the trademark/trade name DA VEX profiles. Where a trademark or 
trade name is used in a claim as a limitation to identify or describe a particular material or 
product, the claim does not comply with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph. 
See Ex parte Simpson, 218 USPQ 1020 (Bd. App. 1982). The claim scope is uncertain since the 
trademark or trade name cannot be used properly to identify any particular material or product. 
A trademark or trade name is used to identify a source of goods, and not the goods themselves. 
Thus, a trademark or trade name does not identify or describe the goods associated with the 
trademark or trade name. In the present case, the trademark/trade name is used to 
identify/describe special profiles and, accordingly, the identification/description is indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3 . Claims 1 -7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by WO 03/045767. 
Regarding claim 1, WO '767 discloses a Junction structure for connecting two profiles in 

particular in a vehicle support frame, the first profile of which has at least two planar, parallel 
sides and the second profile consists of two parallel, opposite girders and at least one strip 
connecting the girders, whereby the girders with their lateral ends project relative to the strip, 
these projections forming paired parallel flanges, and whereby the first profile at the location of 
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connection has a recess into which the second profile is inserted on the front side in such a 
manner that the parallel sides of the opposite ends of the first profile limiting the recess rest in a 
form fit against the insides of the opposite flanges of the second profile and are connected 
thereto, wherein characterized in that the first profile has a connecting strip in the vicinity of its 
recess on its side facing the front of the inserted second profile. 

Regarding claim 2, WO '767 discloses the junction structure according to Claim 1, 
wherein the first profile while forming the connecting strip is split at the location of the recess as 
far as the side facing the front of the inserted second profile. 

Regarding claim 3, WO '767 discloses the junction structure according to Claim 1, 
wherein the case of the first profile, completely split at the location of the recess, the one end of 
the first profile has a projection forming the connection strip, by which this one end is connected 
to the other end of the first profile. 

Regarding claim 4, WO '767 discloses the junction structure according to Claim 1, 
wherein the second profile has two strips, the one of which is cut lengthwise. 

Regarding claim 5, WO '767 discloses the junction structure according to Claim, wherein 
the profiles are joined together by welding. 

Regarding claim 6, WO '767 discloses the junction structure according to Claim 5, 
wherein the weld join is configured as a linear weld seam. 

Regarding claim 7, WO '767 discloses the junction structure according to Claim 1, 
wherein the second profile is a DAVEX profile. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 8-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lori L. Lyjak whose telephone number is 571-272-6658. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on 571-272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/Lori L. Lyjak/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3612 
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July 21, 2008 
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